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San Luis Valley Water 
Conservancy District

Rio Grande 
Headwaters 
Restoration Project

Rio Grande



Infrastructure
• sediment and 

debris
• poorly functioning
• high Maintenance

Geomorphology
• erosion
• degraded 
• habitat
• Impaired water 

quality



Streambank Stabilization and Riparian 
Restoration Program - Before



Streambank Stabilization and Riparian 
Restoration Program - After



Prairie Ditch Diversion- Before



Prairie Ditch Diversion- After
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Colorado River, Grand County



Colorado River, Grand County

Senate Document 80 - 1937
Authorized Colorado-Big Thompson

Lake Granby, Green Mountain Reservoir, Adams
Tunnel, etc.

In response to concerns that with decreased flows
diversion would require pumping SD 80 included
requirement that an :

"adequate system as determined by the Secretary of
the Interior…The rights to the use of water for the
irrigation of these lands shall be considered to have a
date of priority earlier than that of the rights to the
use of water to be diverted through the works of this
project to the Eastern Slope.“







Colorado River, Grand County



Colorado River, Grand County


